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Introduced by  Paul Barden

4/5/79 : Proposed No. 79-566

4/27/79

\ - ORDINANCE NO. _ _ 4232

\

\ AN ORDINANCE relating to Taxis--Businesses

' and Drivers; amending procedures and fees
charged for applying for various licenses
implementing a new policy by which the
schedule of rates and charges shall be set;
amending Ordinance 1120, Sections 1, 2, 5, 6,
10, 29, and 30 and KCC 6.64.010, 6.64.020,
6.64.050, 6.64.060, 6.64.100, 6.64.290 and
6.64.300; repealing Ordinance 1120, Section 3
and KCC 6.64.030; adding a new section to
provide for other jurisdictions or public
agencies to contract for services with King
County.

BE IT ORDAINED BY TH% COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY :
SECTION 1. Ordinan;e 1120, Section 1 and KCC 6.64.010 are

hereby amended as follows: |

Definitions. For purposes of this chapter and unless
the context plainly requires otherwise, the following definitions
apply:

(a) ((“Pireetor-of-the-King-County-Publie-Safesy
Depaytmen%ﬂ—means—the—direetey—&nd—any—ef—his—dulyf—éu%heyized

represenrtativess)) ""Affiliated taxicab'" means a taxicab

assocjiated with a group of taxicabs having multiple owners and

operating under the same color or other identification scheme,

all of which must operate under an identical schedule of rates

and charges.

(b) ((uEnfereemen%éef£iee%“—me&ns~%he—difeetey——&nd
his-duly-autherized-representativesy-or-the-direetor-of-the-King

Geun%y—Pub}ie—S&fe%y—Dep&r%men%—and-his—duly—gu%hefized

representatives~)) "Affiliation representative' means the

the individual or organization who has the authority to file

rates for a group of affiliated taxicabs.

(e) ((UFef—hire—drive%”—me&ns~&ny—§ersen——in—eh&;ge
ef-or-driving-a-taxieab-or-for-hire-vehiele-earrying-passengers .
or-baggage-for-hirey-as-hereinafter-further-definedt+-provideds
hewevePT—%h&t—%he—pfevisiens—ef—%his—ehap%ér—sh&il—ne%—app}y—%e
drivefs—e£—me%er-véhie}es—epera%ed—by—any—munieipa}—er—priva%e}y

ewpedy—licensed-transit~system+)) 'Director of the King County
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Public Safety Department' means the director and any of his duly

authorized representatives.

(d) ((HFer—hiye—vehie}eyﬂ—whefever—&sed—in—this
ehap%eyy—me&ns~&nd—ine}udes—evefy—me%er—vehiele—e%her—%han—&
Usightseeing-ear-or-charter-bus'-having-p-senting-eapacity-of
seven—passeﬁgefs—er—mere;—&s—per—m&ﬁufae%ufefls—ra%ing;—used—fer
%he—%r&nsper%&%ien—ef—passengers—fef—hire;—&nd—na%—epef&%ed
exelusive}y—ever—&-fixed—&nd—défini%e—feu%ef-pfevidedT—hewevery
%h&%—%his~definitien—dees:ne%—inelude—a—me%ef—vehiele—wi#h—&
sea%ing—eapaei%y;—ine}ading—%he—drivefy-ne%—exeéeding—fif%een

persens—whieh—epera%es—%e—%ransper%—p&séengers—be%ween—%heir

piaees-of-abeodejy-or-termini-near-sueh-plaecesy—~and-their-plaeces-of

emp}eymeﬁty—in—a—sing}ey—déi1y+reund—%fip—whefe—%he—drivef—is
a}se—eﬂ—the—way—%e—er—frem—his#her-p}&ee—ef—emp}eymentf))

"Enforcement officer' means the director and his duly authorized

representatives or the director of the King County Public Safety

Department and his duly authorized representatives.

(e) (("Feaxieab'-means-every-motor-vehiele-having-a
se&%inngap&ei%y—ef—six—p&sseﬂgers-ef—}ess—as—pef—m&nufae%uferls
fa%ing;—used—fef—%he—%r&nspert&%ien—ef—p&éseﬁgefs-£er—hire7—and

net—epeyated—ever-&—fixedéand—defini%e—feu%ev)) "For-hire

driver'" means any person in charge of or driving a taxicab or

for-hire vehicle carrying passengers or baggage for hire, as

hereinafter ~further defined; provided, however, that the

provisions of this chapter shall not apply to drivers of motor

vehicles operated by any municipal or privately owned, licensed

transit system.

(f) ((ﬂ@aximeterﬂ—meaﬁs—any—inst%ument—ef—deviee—by
whieh—the—ehafge—£e¥—hiye—e£—a;passenger—eayryiﬁg—vehie}e-is
meéhaniea}}y—measu%ed~er—e§}eu}&%ed—ei%her—fer—%heedis%anee
tr&veled—by-sueh~vehie}e—éf—fer—w&i%ing—tiéeT—ef—fer—beﬁhT—and

upon-whieh-sueh-ealenlated-charges-shall-be-indiented-by-means-of

figures~)) '""For-hire vehicle,'" wherever used in this chapter,

- 92 -
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means and includes every motor vehicle other than a "sightseeing

car or charter bus'' having a seating capacity of seven passengers

or more, as per manufacturer's rating, used for the

transportation of passengers for hire, and not operated

exclusively over a fixed and definite route; provided, however

that this definition does not include a motor vehicle with a

seating capacity, including the drivérJ not exceeding fifteen

persons which operates to transport passengers between their

places of abode, or termini near such places, and their places

of employment, in a single, daily round trip where the driver is

also on the way to or from his/her place of employment.

(g) ((UMe%er—vehie}eﬂ—meaﬂs—eve%y—seif—prepe}}ed
vehiele-by-or¥-upon-which-any-persen-may-be-transported-or
earried-upon-a-publie-street;-highway-or-alleys-provided;—that
vehieles—used—exe}usive}y—upea—ét&%ien&ry—%a&l—tr&eks—er
propetied-by-the-use-of-overhend-eleetrie-wiresy;-or-for-hotel-or
motei-keepers-eonveying-their-guests-to-and-£from-hotels-or-motels

ffée—ef—eh&fge—er—rew&%d—and—used—exeiusive}y—fef—%h&%—purpese

'en}yT—sh&}}—ne%—eeme—under—%he—previsiens—ef—%his—eh&p%erT))

"Licensee' shall mean all applicants, including affiliation

representative, required to license taxicabs or for-hire vehicles

under the provisions of this chapter.

(h) ((“Engage-in-the-business-ef-operating-any-taxieab
e?—vehielefiey—hireU—me&ns—the—piekup—and—%?&Qsperta%ien—e£~any"
fare-paying-passenger-from-a-point-within-the-geographieal
eonfines-of-unincorporated-king-Countyy-whether—er-not-the
vehiele—is—dispa%ehed—ffem—a—taxie&b—stané-e%—eiiiee—wih%in—aay
other-muynieipal-ecorporationy-and-whether-or-not-the-ultimate
des%ia&%ien—ey—feu%e—ef—%?&ve}—is—ﬁi%hin—the—eeniines—ef
unineerper&%ed—King—Geun%yf—prevideéT—%h&t—ae%hing—in—this
ehap%er;sh&}}—be—eeastrued—te—&pp}y—%e—%&xieabs—er—ier-hife
vehieleé—}ieensed—by—aﬂy—e%hef—muﬂieip&l-eerpe%&%ien—aﬁd

transporting-passengers-from-n-point-within-the-lieensing
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munieipatity-teo-a-destination-outside-thereof;-whether-er—net-the
ultimate-destinatien-er~-reoute-traveled-is-within-unineerperated

King-Countys)) "Taxicab" means every motor vehicle used for the

transportation of passengers for hire, where the route traveled

or destination.is controlled by a customer and .the fare is based

on an amount recorded and indicated on ‘a taximeter.

(i) "Taximeter" means any instrument or device by which the

charge for hire of a passenger-carrying vehicle is measured or

calculated either for the distance traveled by such vehicle or

for waiting time, or for both, and upon'which such calculated

charges shall be indicated by means of figures.»

(j) "Motor vehicle" means every self-propelled vehicle by

or upon which any person may be transported or carried upon a

public street, highway or alley; provided, that vehicles used

exclusively upon stationary rail tracks or propelled by the use

of overhead electric wires, or for hotel or motel keepers con-

veying their guests to and from hotels or motels free of charge

or reward and used exclusively for that purpose only, shall not

come under the provisions of this chapter.

(k) "Engage in the businéss of operating any taxicab or

vehicle for hire" means the pickup and transportation of any

fare-paying passenger from a point within the geographical

confines of unindorporated King County, whether or not the

vehicle is dispatched from a taxicab stand or office within any .

other municipal corporation, and whether or not the ultimate

destination or route of travel is within the confines of

unincorporated King County; provided, that nothing in this

chapter shall be construed to apply to taxicabs or for-hire

vehicles licensed by any other municipal corporation and

transporting passengers from a point within the licensing

municipality to a destination outside theréof, whether or not

the ultimate destination or route traveled is within unincor-

porated King County.
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SECTIQN 2. Ordinance No. 1120; Sectioﬁ 2 and KCC 6.64.020
ﬁre‘heréby.amended as follows:

License--Applications. It is unlanul to own, operate,
or engage in the business of operating a taxicab or for—hire-car
in the unincorporated areas of King County without first having
ébtained, for each andvevery vehicle so used, a license from the
director, to be known as a for-hire or taxicab license. Licenses
shall be obtained in the following manner and under the following
conditions: -

(a) The applicant for such license, in a manner
approved by the director shall show in his application: the true
name and address of the applicant, and if‘a corporation, the
names and addresses of the principal officers and shareholders
thereof, the classification under which the vehicle will be
operated, whether as taxicab or other4vehidie for hire;'thevyear
for which the license is sought; and shall furnish full, true and
accurate iﬁformation concerning the ownership, identification,
company vehicle number, the name of the business, fictitious or
otherwise under which the véhicle is to be operated, the
distinguishing color scheme, design or dress, including any
monogram: or insignia to be used on such vehicle or vehicles,
((%he—numbey-ef—days—aad—the—mile&ge—fer—eaeh—d&y—ef—epera%ien
fer—any—er—all—vehieles—epe%&%ed—by—the—app}iean%—under—any
lieense—issued—under—%he—previsiens—ef—%his—eh&p%er—er—&ny-pfief'
efdiHanee—ef—King—Geun%y—fegu}atiﬁg—%axie&bs—and-fef—hire
vehieles-for-the-year-preceding-the-yearly-period-speeified-in
the-appiientiony)) whether he has been convicted of any violation
within ten years precediﬁg the date of appiication‘related to the
sale or possession of intoxicating liquor; gambling or any law or
ordinanée relating to pubiic morality and decency, or for
violating any law or ordinance involving an intent to defraud, or
whether the applicant has ever been convicted of any law or

ordinance relating to the use, sale or possession of narcotic
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drugsxpr barbituates, or any such other inférmation the director
may ‘require, which he deems reasonably necessary to Aid in the
enforcemeﬁt of this chapter.

(b) The director shall inquire into the correctness of
the information furnished, and if so satisfied, after due inves—
tigation, that the applidant is the reliable and bona fide owner
of the motor vehicle, has met the various requirements of this
chapter, that the name under which the applicant is to operate
and the color scheme usédmupon the motor wvehicle does not conflicH
with others so used, or Lend to deceive the public, that the
motor” vehicle is equipped with proper s£ate‘license and City of
Seattle license, if applicable, and is properly insured for the
protection of the public as required by law, ((and-that-there-is
a-beona-fide-need-fer-taxieab-or-for-hire-serviee-in~the-unineor—-
perated-area-of-King-€ountyy)) a license may thereupon be issued
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, authorizing
the operation of the motor vehicle under the classification
applied for. ((+previded;-hewevers—that-a-reciprocat-iicense-may
be-issued7-gfanfing—the—aathefity—te—eperaﬁe—the—same—taxieab
in-unineerporated-King-Countys-to-a-persen-whe-has-a-vatid-taxi-
eab—iieense—issueé—by—the—eity—ef-Seattie7-fef—a—fee—ef——twenty—
fivefée&iaf57——sﬁeh—feeipfeéa&—iieense—is—te—be—#aiid—fef-ene
veary-exXpiring-August-3ist-of-eaeh-year-or-untit-jeint-or
feeiffeeai—1ieensing-aﬁd—eﬁfefeement—is—fefmaiiy—adeptedeby—King
Ceunty-and-the-€ity-of-Seattte)).

(¢) A license may be denied to any person‘if the director,
after due investigation, has reason to bélieve that the applicant
is dishonest or immoral, or desires such license to enable him
to engage in a dishonest, unlawful, or immoral act, practice or
enterprise. Wilful falsification or omission of ény information
required in the application shall constituﬁe grounds for deniai
of the license.

((¥4¥ No license shall be transferable to any person.

-6-
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exeepéria—ease—ef-a—bena—fide—saie-ef—the—bﬁsiness—ef—the-ewner
ef;epefater—ef—fhe—metef—vehieieT—and—ne—iieense—shai&—be-trans-
ferred-to—-any-other-motor-vehiele-without-apprevat-ef-+he
difee%er—and—then—eniy—in—eases—whefe—the—metef—vehieie—fef;whieh
the-lieense-igs-issued-shali-be-seld;-become-obseolete;-unsafe-or
anfit—fer~furthef—use:—-Sueh—determinatieﬂ-shaii—be—made—by—the
direetor—and-his-determination-shati-be-eonetusiver——-Ali-County
iieenseé—taxieabs—shai&—be—epefated—fef—at—ieastwteﬁ—miies—pef
day—fef—twe-huﬁdred—thifﬁy—days—ef—the—iieeﬁsed—yeaf7—nef—shai&
aﬁy—new—taxieab—&ieeﬁse—be—issaed—teéaﬁy—pefseﬁ-heiding—a—iieense
whieh—iaﬁses—beeaﬁse—eé—faiiure—te-meetf£he—féregeiﬂé-fequifement
in—the-next—pfeeeediﬁg—iieeﬁsed—yéafT—previdedT—hewevef7—that—ﬁhe

direetor;-upen-good-eause-shewn;-may-waive-the-foregoing -

reguirementr))

SECTION 3. Ordinance 1120, Section 5 and KCC 6.64.050 are
hereby amended as follows:

Color scheme.. The.director shall, in the interest of
protecting the public from being deceived or confused, have the
exclusive control in the granting of permission to use any color

scheme, design or monogram by any taxicab, affiliated taxicab or

vehicle for hire. It is unlawful to use or change any color,

design, monogram or insignia on any taxicab, affiliated taxicab

" or vehicle for hire without the prior permission and approval of

the director. Failure to cdmply with this prgvision shall be

grounds for revocation of any taxicab, affiliated taxicab or

for-hire vehicle license.

SECTION 4. Ordinance 1120, Section 6 and KCC 6.64.060 are

hereby amended as follows:

Expiration of licenses and license fees. All licenses
issued under this chapter”shall expire on August 31lst of each
year. Such licenses may be renewed by the.license holder for the
succeeding year by méking application therefor with thebdirector

at least ten days prior to the expiration date. ((Phe-expiratien

-7
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date-fe%-1ieenées-issued-pursuant—te—seetien—67647QZO(b)-shail—be-that—date
as-stated-in-Seetion-6-64:020{b}x))

SECTION 5. Ordinance 1120, Section 10 and KCC 6.64.100 are hereby
amended as follows:

Rate Schedule. Every licensee shall, before commencing operation,
have its affiliation representative file with the director his or her

proposed schedule of rates and charges ((=)); PROVIDED THAT, such schedule

of rates and charges shaii become effective fifteen days after they have

been filed with the director in.a form deemed appropriate by the director;

PROVIDED FURTHER THAT, no new schedule of rates and charges may be filed

with the director unless such are filed during the months of February,

May, August, November of any year; PROVIDED FURTHER THAT, for calendar year

1979, schedules of rates and charges may be filed for the first thirty

days following the Tegally effective date of this ordinance and during the

months of August and November; PROVIDED FURTHER THAT, the schedule of rates

and charges filed with the director shall be identical in their content

with the schedule of rates and charges filed with other jurisdictions

having license issuance authority. It is unlawful for any Ticensee to

charge any greater or Tesser sum than is specified by such filed schedule
of rates, except as herein provided, and it is unidwfui to make any dis- .
criminatory charges to any person, or to make any rebate or in any manner
reduce the charge to any pekson unless such reduction is in conformity with
the schedule, ahd rates and charges shall be conspicuousiy‘dispiayed in the
takicab so as to be readily discernible to the passenger. Operation of any '
taxicab or for-hire vehicle without the filing and display of rate schedules
shall be a prima facie grounds for the suspension_or revocdtion of the
license. | |
((fa)--To-faeilitate-cooperations-the-rate-sehedule- for-taxiecabs

shall-be-temporarily-the-same-as-that-set-by-the-City-of-Seattle-as-folleows:




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

4233

4/27/79

Fer—ene—passeager—fer—the—first-eﬂé—seventh
mi}ey—ef—ffaetieﬁ-thefeef—T—v—r—:—f—v—v—v-v—$799
Thereafter-for-eaneh-additional-ene—-seventh
mi}ey—er—fraetieﬂ—thereef—v—r—7—7—7—1—7—7—%—$;i9
Foer-every-one-minute-ef-waiting-timer—v—v—v—+—$-12
Ne—additieﬂal—passenge?—shall—befpieked—up—witheut—the
expfess—eensent—e£—the—erigin&}-passengerr))

((€b3>)) (a) 'The rate schedule fér for-hire vehicles
shali be determined for aagh licensee by the director, who shall
take into account, amoﬁg other things, and with the objective of
prescribing a just and reasonable rate, the following factors:

(1) The public ﬁeed for adequate_for—hire vehicles
service at the lowest level of charges consistent with the
provision, maintenance and renewal of such service;

(2) The rates of other licensees operating in the same
Oor similar areas; |

(3) The effect of such rates upon transportation of
passengers by other modes of transportation;

(4) The licensee's need for revenue of a level which
under honest, efficient and economical managément is sufficient
to cover the cost (including all operating expenses, depreciation
accruals, rénts, license fees and taxes of every kind) of
providing adequate for-hire vehicles service; plus an amount
equal to such percentage of the cost as a reaspnably necessary
for the replacement of deteriorated for-hire vehicles and a
reasonable profit to the license. The relation of revenues to
expenses may be deemed the proper test of.a reasonable pfofit.

((€e3>)) (b) The rates specified in this section for
taxicabs ‘and for-hire cars shall not apply to_transportation of
persons provided pursuant to a written contract which establishes
a fare at a different rate for specified tfansportation services
of the contracting taxicab company or for-hire car. The contract

period shall not exceed one year ((and-a-eceopy-of-the-econitraek

-9 -
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signedﬁby—all—pa%%ies;—mﬁs%—be—£iled—with-the—diree%ey—eﬁ

lieeﬁses—&%—leas%—%hree—d&yee—exeluding~8a%nrdays;—Sundaysr4&nd

helideys;—priee—ae—eemmeneemen%—ef—sueh—%raﬂsper%a%ien—serviees)).
SECTION 6. -Ordinance 1120, Section 29 and KCC 6.64.290 are
hereby amended as follows; |
Licensing fees. It is unlawful to engage in the
business of operating a taxicab or for-hire vehicle as defined in
this chapfer without first having obtained a valid and subsisting

license to do so. 'This license shall be known as and the fee

e

shall be as follows:

(a) Taxicab license .. (($l99799)) $60700 per
vehicle. ((pfera%ed—semiannually¢—$25799~per—vehieley—pfera%ed
semi&nnua}ly—fer—reeiﬁreeal—lieensesf))

(b) For-hire vehicle license . ; .$100.00 per vehicle.
((Tpfera%ed—eemi&nnu&}}yr))

SECTION 7. Ordinance 1120, Section BQ and KCC 6.64.300 are
hereby amended as follows:

For-hire driver's license required--Application. It is
unlawful for any person.to drive or operate  a taxicab or for-hire
vehicle in the unincorporated areas of King County without first
having obtained a valid and subsisting license to do so, which
license shall be known as a for-hire driver's license; provided

that this shall not apply to any person validly licensed by the

City of Seattle to drive a taxicab or for-hire vehicle if such

person registers such valid license with the director; provided,

however, that this section shall not apply‘to drivers of taxicab

and for-hire vehicles licensed by King County pursuant to Section

6.64.020(b); furhter provided, that this shall not. relieve any
such for-hire or taxicab driver from complying with the
provisions of tnis chapter-, end failure fo comply may result in
the suspension or revocation of authority fo drive a for-hire
vehicle or taxicab'within the unincorporated areas of King County.

The license shall be obtained in the following manner:

- 10 -
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The applicant shall file an application on a form furnished by

the director, which shall be signed and sWorn.to by the applicant and shall
contain: Name, héight, weight, color of hair and eyes, residence address,
place and date of birth, length of time a resident of the state of Washington,

whether a citizen or noncitizen, last place of employment, whether or not the

Ticense was over suspended.or revoked and for what cause, and such other

information as may reasonably be required.' The ahp]icant shall on the
application give the names and mailing addresses of four persons, not rela-
tives, who have known the applicant for at least two years past.

SECTION 8. Ordinance 1126, Section 3 and KCC 6.64.030 are each
repeé]ed. |

NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. Scope of authdrity. Unless otherwise

specifically stated, binding provisions shall apply to all Ticensees operating
in the unincorporated areas of King County and othér jurisdictions or public
agencies authorized to contract for services with King County under the
authorities provided in the Interlocal Agreement Act, RCW 39.34, as amended,
provided that, should provisions herein conflict with those contained in any
such interlocal agreement, the interlocal agreement shall supercéde in all
cases.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 10. Sufficiency of need for service required as

license issuance criterfa, for one year from effective date.

For one year from the effective date of this ordinance any applicant
for a taxicab or for-hire license, other than those vehicles currently _
Ticensed, shall continue to be required to show that tnere is a bona fide
need for taxicab or for-hire service in the unincorpornted area of King
County. The deletion of this requirement in Section 2(b) is therefore delayed
one year from the effective date of this ordinancé; provided that current
Ticense holders shall upon renewal of said licenses pay the fee of $60.00
per taxicab vehicle Ticensed and $100.00 per for-hire vehicle Ticensed,
regardless of whether the prior Ticense was a regular taxicéb 1icense or a

reciprocal taxicab Ticense.

- 11 -
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 11. The King County Council shall review this
ordinance no Tater than one year after its effective date to consider and
act upon any proposed amendments.

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this /éﬁ day of
ﬂ ol , 1979.

/ |
- PASSED this 7‘QC day of \77240/ - -, 1979,

KING COUNTY COUNCIL .
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

™

Mairman 477
ATTEST: |

;::%gzn»éjz; /;;7 (fizac~»,~

Depﬁty,Clgfk of the Council ZZ;
APPROVED this /7 day of . 1979.

King nty Exe ive
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